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Hello! We are the five Musashimurayama ALTs and we came from all
A&‘f around the world to live in Japan. Living in Japan has been a wonderful
opportunity to experience many unique and interesting aspects of
@ & Japanese culture. We became particularly interested in traditional Jap-
@ @mm anese music. Last November, the five of us decided to take shakuhachi
and koto classes to learn about these instruments firsthand.
Our lesson was at Suga Shrine in Shinjuku. First, we learned the koto. Our instructor was very
helpful and taught us how to read the sheet music. At the end of the lesson, we all played the
song “Sakura.” Then our instructor gave us a demonstration and it sounded so beautifull We still
have a lot to learn, but it was so much fun. Next, we began our shakuhachi lesson. It was so dif-
ficult to make a sound, but our instructor was very patient with us. He taught us how to play
“Sakura,” but we couldn’t make a sound. It was very funny! Then our instructor gave us a demon-
stration. He even played “Marry You” by Bruno Mars. It was very impressive. Learning about Japa-
nese music was exciting and we look forward to experiencing more Japanese culture. If you see
us in “Musamura,” please say “hello” and talk to us about unique Japanese culture!
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